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Abstract

Comprehension	is	much	affected	by	reading	activity.	

Through	reading,	concept	of	a	subject	might

be	understood	or	might	be	misunderstood.	However,	

reading	activity	is	often	limited	by	the	time	allotment		in	

the	classroom	in	the	process	of	teaching	and		learning.	The	

recent		study	tries	to	describe	the	students‘	response	and	

responsibility	in	reading	to	pursue	the	comprehension	

through	interview	and	self	assessment	as	the	approach	in	

the	qualitative	study.	The	interviews	will	be	done	in	the	

end	of	a	topic	to	know	how	far	their	comprehension	is,	and	

they	were	asked	to	fill	out	a	form	which	measure	and	

describe	their	personal	activities	in	reading.	The	interview	

aimed	to	dig	up	the	comprehension,	while	the	self	

assessment	is	meant	to	measure	their	personal	perception	

about	their	competence.	From	the	two	instruments,	the	

students	will	get	reflection	that	can	be	used	to	enforce	their		

responsibilities		and		motivation		in		Language		Testing		
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subject.		From	the		discussion,		it		is	expected	that	the	

students	raise	more	questions	and	share	their	

comprehension	to	the	group	who	presents	the	material.	

Regardless	to	the	various	inputs,	their	perception	and	

attitude	in	the	process	of	teaching	and	learning	hopefully	

will	lead	to	positive	atmosphere.	However,	the	bigger	

classes	may	consider	about	the	time	allotment	in	

delivering	the	interview	which	devote	more	energy	and	

time	in	the	execution.

Keywords	-	reading	motivation,	interview,	and	self	

assessment
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Introduction

Reading			is			believed			to			have			significant

impact	to	the	knowledge,	so	as	it	gives	benefits	for	those	

who	are	consistently	in	doing		it.		Unfortunately,		many	

students		did	not	do	so,	as	they	admitted	in	the	observation	

done	by	the	researcher.	Meanwhile,	the	need	of		

comprehension		is	much		affected		by	the	chance	in	

reading	the	material.	Some	of	the	reasons	are;	the	amount	

of	reading	material,	unfamiliar	vocabulary,	and	limited	

time	to	read.	As	its	consequences,	the	students	do	not	have	

sufficient	knowledge	and	argument	in	the	process	of	

learning	in	improving	their	skills.	Reading	is	considered	as	

lecturer‘s	instruction			rather			than			a			need			for			the	

students.	However,	in	improving	the	skill,	the	students	

need	to	have	comprehending	the	concept	and	applying	it	

into	skill	and	the	former	seemed	to	be	basic	indicator	for	

the	succeed	of	learning,	because	in	the	process	of	reading			
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it			also			involves			the			process			of

�thinking	that	lead	to	another	level	of	comprehension.

Methodology

This	study	applied	qualitative	approach	in	the	process	of	

learning	as	an	effort	to	pursue	students‘	response	and	

responsibility	in	reading	behavior	to	support	the	quality	of	

learning	process.	The	students	are	given	several	questions	

related	to	the	topic	being	discussed	in	the	meeting	through	

interview.

Before			the			interview,			the			students			are

assigned	to	read	the	material	and	asked	to	share	their	

comprehension	to	the	teacher	and	also	to	their	classmates.	

Besides,	the	students	are	also	given	self-assessment	form	

to	be	filled	out	and	measure	themselves	in	understanding	

the	material.	The	form	consisted	of	questions	that	describe	

the	students‘	aptitude	toward	the	process	of	learning	in	the	

classroom	and	how	they	judge
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themselves	in	joining	the	classroom,	such	as	their	

understanding,	attitude,	and	opinion.

The	form	of	self-assessment	is	given	after	a	topic	is	

finished	and	then	the	feedback	is	shared	to	the	whole	class	

to	be	used	as	a	kind	of	students‘	record	in	their	

development.	In	the	midterm	meeting,	the	lecturer	reported	

to	the	students	about	their	performance	and	invited	the	

students‘	response.	The	enforcement	is	done	during	the	

whole	semester	to	see	any	changes,	especially	for	their		

reading		behavior		which		can		be	portrayed	in	their	

performance.



Grammarly GrammarlyReport	generated	on	Wednesday,	Aug	2,	2017,	11:18	AM Page	5	of	8

Finding	and	Discussion

The		first		interview		was		done		on		the		first

meeting	to	investigate	the	students‘	behavior	in	reading	

and	its	difficulties.	The	very	first	question	that	being	asked	

was	whether	the	students	read	the	material	before	the	class	

is	managed,	and	the	result	showed	that	only	twenty	

percents	(20%)	from	those	students	who			read			the			

material.						Whenever			the	lecturer		asked		the		

difficulties		in		reading,	most		of		them		conveyed		that		

they		did		not	know	about	the	meaning	of	the	words	so	it	

made			the			students		frustrated.			The			many	topics	are	

also	become	one	of	the	reasons	for	them	to	do	not	read	the	

material.	They	have	admitted	that	whenever	the	lecturer	

ask	them	to	buy	the	books	more	than	two	books,	it	will	be	

very	hard	for	them	to	finish	the	book.	On	the	other	hand,	

those	who	admitted	that	they	read	the	material	frequently	

will	have	adequate	knowledge	and	information-as	far	as	

they	know-	when	the	lecturer	asked	them	some	questions	

and	they	will	not	be	ashamed	because	of	that.

Another	phenomenon	found	that	the	students	will	be	more	

comfortable	if	they	are	given	some	responsibilities,	

because	it	showed	that	they	are		lead		to		do		structured		

steps		rather	than	they	do	not	given	any	assignments	or	

instruction.	In	other	words,	if	the	students	are	not	

demanded	to	read,	they	will	not	read	the	material.			

Though,			those			phenomena			will

�obviously	have	impact	on	the	process	of	learning.	In	the	

classroom	through	the	discussion,	the	students	will	not	

participate	effectively	because	they	do	not	have	any	

information	or	knowledge	to	be	involved.	As	the		

consequence,		the		lecturer		will		devote	more	energy	in	

the	classroom	and	it	is	also	influenced	the	competence	that	

is	going	to	be	achieved.	One	important	thing	that	needs	to	

be	done	in	the	process	of	learning	is	reflection,	because	
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reflection	may	help	someone	in	deciding	what	should	be	

done	or	in	this	case	-	strategy	that	is	needed.	From	the	

evaluation	in	the	midterm,	57%	students	showed	good	

result	of	understanding,	described	by	their	score	which	is	

more	than

70	on	answering	the	questions.	This		result	was	in	line	

with	the	result	of	interview	which	reveals		that		those		

students		provided		their	time	in	reading	the	material.	They	

did		not	always		reading		the		material		before		joining	the	

classroom,	but	sometimes	they	made	note	based	on	the	

lecturer‘s	explanation,	and	read	the		material		which		is		

simplified		by		the	lecturer	for	every	topic.		Those	who	did	

the	particular	strategies	think	that	it	will	be	uncomfortable	

for	them	if	in	the	classroom	they	did	not	much	participate.	

Furthermore,	in	the	self	assessment	sheet,	they	are	

demanded		to		be		objective		to		judge	themselves,	and	it	

will	be	unfair	if	they	made	themselves	in	higher	score.	

However,	in	the	early	semester,	they	gave	high	score	for	

themselves,	but	then	it	decreased	in	the	midterm,	showing	

that	they	try	to	be	objective.	The	lecturer	then	try	to	apply	

some	strategies			for			the			students			who			do			not	

perform	any	increasing,	(14%)	both	in	participating	or	also	

in	giving	explanation	to	their	classmates	in	the	discussion.	

They	admitted	that	they	are	adult	learners	and	it	will	be	

fine	if	the	feedback	is	delivered	in	front		of		the	class,		that	

is	why	the		lecturer	together		with		the		students		doing		

reflection	for	the	performance.	Those	students	who	did	not	

perform	any	development	admitted	that	they	did	not	have	

much	time	in	reading	and	they			could			not			understand			

the			material

442
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because	they	do		not		read		the		material	and	they	usually	

read-studying-		the		material		in	the	end	of	the	semester	on	

the	final	examination.

Those		students		are		the		same		students	who	admit	the	

same	thing	in	the	early	semester,	admitted	that	they	did	not	

provide	time	to	read		and		also		read		the		material		

whenever	they	willing	to	read;	reflected	that	those	students	

did	not	have	willingness	to	change	or		adjust		their		

learning		strategy.		However,	this	internal	motivation	is	not	

easy	to	be	changed,	though	some	strategies	are	applied	in	

the	process.	In	the	end	of	the	semester,

65%	students	showed	good	result	of	evaluation	and	35%	

still	did	not	have	significant	improvement.

Conclusions

To		change		behavior		–learning		strategy-		it

will	not	be	enough	in	one	semester.	The	adult	learner	

should	have	internal	awareness	of	adjusting	the	learning	

strategy	in	achieving	the	competence	demanded.	To	

stimulate	the	motivation,	the	lecturer	may	use	the	

psychological		approach		to		support		the	process	of	

learning.	The	objective	opinion	from	the	students	about	

themselves	is	important	to	help	the	lecturer	in	applying	the	

approach	in	the	learning	process.	The	awareness	in	

accepting	the	reflection	is	a	sign	of	adult	learners	that	will	

give	benefit	for	those	in	developing	the	competence,	

because	learning	from	the	experience	is	obviously	

beneficial.	This	approach-interview	and	self	assessment	

require	more	time	in	the	classroom;	it	is	suggested	to	

adjust	in	its	practice-	related	to	the	number	of	students	and	

material	that	should	be	completed	during

�the		semester.		Another		strategy	that		can		be	applied			is			

the			lecturer			is			suggested			to	simplify	the	material,	by	

constructing	the	material	systematically,	designing	
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important	points	to	be	mastered,	and	enforcing	the	students	

to	have	open-	minded	judgment	in	learning	to	make	them	

become	long-life	learners.
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